


















































“School districts shall exclusively determine the instruction, curriculum, reading lists 
and instructional materials and textbooks, subject to any applicable provisions or 
requirements as set forth in law, to be used in meeting the subject matter standards. 
School districts may, at their discretion, adopt supplementary student assessments 
which are in addition to the statewide student assessments.”

70 O.S. § 11-103.6a F (OSCN 2024) 

“Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by 
God. Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they 
who have opposed the governing authorities will receive damnation upon themselves.” 

 Romans 13:1-2

This information is presented free of charge and conveys freedom of use.  Free of charge means that 
you don’t have to pay for this text you received. Freedom denotes that you may do as you like with the 
text you received; e.g. if you are a teacher and want to use this in class, you may do so as you wish. 

Please, no one try to sell these resources to public school teachers.  Seriously.  A.) No one should be profiting from these mandates, and B.) teachers have to pay out of 
pocket for far too many materials their students need already, and C.) taxpayer dollars certainly shouldn’t be going to purchase a blitzkrieg of religious documents.  



Eighteen OK Lessons
Demonstrating the Suitability for Using the Christian Holy 
Bible in United States Public School Classroom Instruction

These lessons were NOT produced by the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction for any State 
department of Education, nor any federal educational entity, 
nor any local school district.  The materials in these lessons 
are NOT mandatory for use.  They are merely presented by a 
private citizen, free of charge, as examples of ways the OSDE 
Instructional Support Guidelines for Teachers can be 
implemented to comply with the with the State 
Superintendent’s mandatory directive regarding 
incorporating the Bible as an instructional support in 
Oklahoma public school classrooms



REMINDER FOR OKLAHOMA TEACHERS: ALWAYS PRESENT THESE LESSONS AND 
OTHER LESSONS PURSUANT TO THE OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION’S FOLLOWING 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS.

Neutrality and Objectivity: Ensure that all instruction is conducted 
in a neutral and objective manner. Teachers must not promote or 
favor any religious beliefs, focusing solely on the historical and 
literary aspects of the Bible. 

Diverse Perspectives: Acknowledge the Bible’s in uence while 
recognizing and respecting the diversity of religious beliefs among 
students. Incorporate perspectives from other religious and secular 
traditions to provide a balanced view while remaining mindful of all 
rules for grade level and age level appropriate material.  

Parental Communication: Maintain open communication with 
parents about the purpose and content of incorporating the Bible as 
an instructional support into the curriculum. Provide information on 
how the curriculum addresses historical and literary aspects, 
emphasizing that it is not an endorsement of any religious belief.  

Primary Purpose of Usage: The Bible must be used in student 
instruction for its historical, literary and secular value and is not to 
be used for religious purposes such as preaching, proselytizing or 
indoctrination. 
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UPPER ELEMENTARY RESOURCES
Literary Significance 

Lesson One
Literary Techniques: The Bible uses numerous and various literary techniques, including 
allegory, metaphor, and parable. Teachers can use the following biblical texts to illustrate these 
techniques, enhancing Elementary School students’ literary analysis skills. This approach allows 
students to appreciate the Bible’s literary craftsmanship without delving into religious doctrine.

• Literary Devices: Identify and discuss literary devices such as similes, metaphors, and 
personi cation within the following biblical texts: 

ACTIVITY 1 - EXPLORE THE SIMILES IN SONG OF SOLOMON 7:7-8
Your body is like that of the palm, 
and your breasts like clusters of fruit. 
I said, “I will climb the palm tree; 
I will take hold of its fruit.”

ACTIVITY 2 - EXPLAIN THE METAPHORS USED IN SONG OF SOLOMON 4:16
Blow on my garden,
that its fragrance may spread everywhere.
Let my beloved come into his garden
and taste its choice fruits. 

ACTIVITY 3 - DISCUSS THE PERSONIFICATION IN GENESIS 4:1-10 
          Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.[b] She 
said, “With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” Later she gave birth to his 
brother Abel. 
          Now Abel kept ocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time Cain brought 
some of the fruits of the soil as an o ering to the Lord. And Abel also brought an o ering—fat 
portions from some of the rstborn of his ock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his 
o ering, but on Cain and his o ering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and 
his face was downcast. 
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Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do 

what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at 
your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 

Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the eld.” While they were in the 
eld, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

          Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 
           “I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

The Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from 
the ground.” 

ACTIVITY 4 - FIND AND ANALYZE THE SIMILES, METAPHORS, AND PERSONIFICATION 
IN EZEKIEL 23:1-21
          The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, there were two women, daughters of the 
same mother. They became prostitutes in Egypt, engaging in prostitution from their youth. In 
that land their breasts were fondled and their virgin bosoms caressed. The older was named 
Oholah, and her sister was Oholibah. They were mine and gave birth to sons and daughters. 
Oholah is Samaria, and Oholibah is Jerusalem.” 

“Oholah engaged in prostitution while she was still mine; and she lusted after her 
lovers, the Assyrians—warriors clothed in blue, governors and commanders, all of them 
handsome young men, and mounted horsemen. She gave herself as a prostitute to all the 
elite of the Assyrians and de led herself with all the idols of everyone she lusted after. She
did not give up the prostitution she began in Egypt, when during her youth men slept with her, 
caressed her virgin bosom and poured out their lust on her.” 

“Therefore I delivered her into the hands of her lovers, the Assyrians, for whom she 
lusted. They stripped her naked, took away her sons and daughters and killed her with the 
sword. She became a byword among women, and punishment was in icted on her.” 
“Her sister Oholibah saw this, yet in her lust and prostitution she was more depraved than 
her sister. She too lusted after the Assyrians—governors and commanders, warriors in full 
dress, mounted horsemen, all handsome young men. I saw that she too de led herself; both 
of them went the same way.” 

“But she carried her prostitution still further. She saw men portrayed on a wall, gures 
of Chaldeans portrayed in red, with belts around their waists and owing turbans on their 
heads; all of them looked like Babylonian chariot o icers, natives of Chaldea. As soon as she 
saw them, she lusted after them and sent messengers to them in Chaldea. Then the 
Babylonians came to her, to the bed of love, and in their lust they de led her. After she had 
been de led by them, she turned away from them in disgust. When she carried on her 
prostitution openly and exposed her naked body, I turned away from her in disgust, just as I 
had turned away from her sister. Yet she became more and more promiscuous as she 
recalled the days of her youth, when she was a prostitute in Egypt. There she lusted after her 
lovers, whose genitals were like those of donkeys and whose emission was like that of 
horses. So you longed for the lewdness of your youth, when in Egypt your bosom was 
caressed and your young breasts fondled.”  
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UPPER ELEMENTARY RESOURCES
Literary Significance  

Lesson Two
Canonical Literature: The Bible is a primary source of allusions, themes, and archetypes 
in Western literature. Teachers must explore its in uence on classic and contemporary 
works, helping students understand references and themes in literature, poetry, and even 
modern media.

• Narrative Elements: Discuss the elements of a story, such as plot, characters, and setting, 
using the following biblical story as an example for elementary school students.  

ACTIVITY 1 - DESCRIBE THE PLOT, CHARACTERS, AND SETTING OF THE 
FOLLOWING BIBLE STORY FROM JUDGES 19-21.

JUDGES 19-21:
          Now a Levite who lived in a remote area in the hill country of Ephraim took a 
concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. But she was unfaithful to him. She left him and 
went back to her parents’ home in Bethlehem, Judah. After she had been there four 
months, the Levite from Ephraim went to her to persuade her to return. He had with 
him his slave and two donkeys.            
          The concubine took the Levite into her parents’ home, and when her father saw 
him, her father gladly welcomed him. The concubine’s father, prevailed on him to stay; 
so the Levite remained with the concubine’s family for three days, eating and 
drinking, and sleeping there.  On the fourth day the Levite and his concubine got up 
early and prepared to leave, but the concubine’s father said to the Levite, “Refresh 
yourself with something to eat; then you can go.” So the two of them sat down to eat 
and drink together. Afterward the woman’s father said, “Please stay tonight and enjoy 
yourself.” Thus when the Levite from Ephraim got up to go, his concubine’s father 
persuaded him, so they stayed there that night as well. On the morning of the fth day, 
when the Levite rose to go, his concubine’s father said, “Refresh yourself. Wait till 
afternoon!” So the two of them ate together.  Then when the Levite, with his concubine 
and his slave, got up to leave, his concubine’s father, said, “Now look, it’s almost 
evening. Spend the night here; the day is nearly over. Stay and enjoy yourself. Early 
tomorrow morning you can get up and be on your way home.” But, unwilling to stay 
another night, the Levite left and went toward Jebus (that is, Jerusalem), with his two 
saddled donkeys, his slave, and his concubine. 
          When they were near Jebus and the day was almost gone, the slave said to his 
master, “Come, let’s stop at this city of the Jebusites and spend the night.”  His master 



Pa
ge

   4
replied, “No. We won’t go into any city whose people are not Israelites. We will go on to 
Gibeah.” He added, “Come, let’s try to reach Gibeah or Ramah and spend the night in 
one of those places.” So they went on, and the sun set as they neared Gibeah in 
Benjamin. There they stopped to spend the night. They went and sat in the city 
square, but no one took them in for the night.  That evening an old man from the hill 
country of Ephraim, who was living in Gibeah (the inhabitants of the place were 
Benjamites), came in from his work in the elds. When he looked and saw the traveler 
in the city square, the old man asked, “Where are you going? Where did you come 
from?”  The Levite answered, “We are on our way from Bethlehem in Judah to a remote 
area in the hill country of Ephraim where I live. I have been to Bethlehem in Judah and 
now I am going to the house of the Lord. No one has taken me in for the night. We have 
both straw and fodder for our donkeys and bread and wine for ourselves your 
servants—me, the woman and the young man with us. We don’t need anything.”  “You 
are welcome at my house,” the old man said. “Let me supply whatever you need. Only 
don’t spend the night in the square.” So he took him into his house and fed his 
donkeys. After they had washed their feet, they had something to eat and drink. 

While they were enjoying themselves, some of the wicked men of the city 
surrounded the old man’s house. Pounding on the door, they shouted to the old man 
who owned the house, “Bring out the man who came to your house so we can have sex 
with him.”  The owner of the house went outside and said to them, “No, my friends, 
don’t be so vile. Since this man is my guest, don’t do this outrageous thing. Look, here 
is my virgin daughter, and this man’s concubine. I will bring them out to you now, and 
you can use them and do to them whatever you wish. But as for this man, don’t do 
such an outrageous thing.”  So the man took the concubine and sent her outside to 
them, and they raped her and abused her throughout the night, and at dawn they let 
her go. At daybreak the woman went back to the house where her master was staying, 
fell down at the door and lay there until daylight. 
When her master got up in the morning and opened the door of the house and stepped 
out to continue on his way, there lay his concubine, fallen in the doorway of the house, 
with her hands on the threshold. He said to her, “Get up; let’s go.” But there was no 
answer. Then the man put her on his donkey and set out for home. 

When he reached home, the Levite took a knife and cut up his concubine, limb by 
limb, into twelve parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel. Everyone who saw it 
was saying to one another, “Such a thing has never been seen or done, not since the 
day the Israelites came up out of Egypt. Just imagine! We must do something! So 
speak up!”   Then all Israel from Dan to Beersheba and from the land of Gilead came 
together as one and assembled before the Lord in Mizpah. The leaders of all the 
people of the tribes of Israel took their places in the assembly of God’s people, four 
hundred thousand men armed with swords. (The Benjamites heard that the Israelites 
had gone up to Mizpah.) Then the Israelites said, “Tell us how this awful thing 
happened.”  So the Levite, whose concubine was raped, said, “I and my concubine 
came to Gibeah in Benjamin to spend the night. During the night the men of Gibeah 
came after me and surrounded the house, intending to kill me. They raped my 
concubine. I took my concubine, cut her into pieces and sent one piece to each region 
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of Israel’s inheritance, because the men of Gibeah committed this lewd and 
outrageous act in Israel. Now, all you Israelites, speak up and tell me what you have 
decided to do.”  All the men rose up together as one, saying, “None of us will go home. 
No, not one of us will return to his house. But now this is what we’ll do to Gibeah: We’ll 
go up against it in the order decided by casting lots. We’ll take ten men out of every 
hundred from all the tribes of Israel, and a hundred from a thousand, and a thousand 
from ten thousand, to get provisions for the army. Then, when the army arrives at 
Gibeah in Benjamin, it can give them what they deserve for this outrageous act done in 
Israel.” So all the Israelites got together and united as one against the city of Gibeah. 

The other tribes of Israel sent messengers throughout the tribe of Benjamin, 
saying, “What about this awful crime that was committed among you? Now turn those 
wicked men of Gibeah over to us so that we may put them to death and purge the evil 
from Israel.” 
But the Benjamites would not listen to their fellow Israelites. From their towns they 
came together at Gibeah to ght against the Israelites. At once the Benjamites 
mobilized twenty-six thousand swordsmen from their towns, in addition to seven 
hundred able young men from those living in Gibeah. Among all these soldiers there 
were seven hundred select troops who were left-handed, each of whom could sling a 
stone at a hair and not miss. 
The rest of Israel, apart from Benjamin, mustered four hundred thousand swordsmen, 
all of them t for battle.  These Israelites went up to Bethel and inquired of God. They 
said, “Who of us is to go up rst to ght against the Benjamites?”  The Lord replied, 
“Judah shall go rst.”  The next morning these Israelites got up and pitched camp near 
Gibeah. The Israelites went out to ght the Benjamites and took up battle positions 
against them at Gibeah. The Benjamites came out of Gibeah and cut down twenty-two 
thousand of the other united Israelites on the battle eld that day. But the Israelites 
encouraged one another and again took up their positions where they had stationed 
themselves the rst day. 

The Israelites went up and wept before the Lord until evening, and they inquired 
of the Lord. They said, “Shall we go up again to ght against the Benjamites, our fellow 
Israelites?”  The Lord answered, “Go up against them again.”  Then the Israelites drew 
near to Benjamin the second day. This time, when the Benjamites came out from 
Gibeah to oppose them, they cut down another eighteen thousand Israelites, all of 
them armed with swords.  Then all the other Israelites, the whole army, went up to 
Bethel, and there they sat weeping before the Lord. They fasted that day until evening 
and presented burnt o erings and fellowship o erings to the Lord. And the Israelites 
inquired of the Lord. (In those days the ark of the covenant of God was there, with
Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, ministering before it.) They asked, “Shall we 
go up again to ght against the Benjamites, our fellow Israelites, or not?”  
The Lord responded, “Go, for tomorrow I will give them into your hands.” 

Then eleven tribes of Israel set an ambush around Gibeah. They went up against 
the Benjamites on the third day and took up positions against Gibeah as they had done 
before. The Benjamites came out to meet them and were drawn away from the city. 
They began to in ict casualties on the Israelites as before, so that about thirty men fell 
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in the open eld and on the roads— the one leading to Bethel and the other to 
Gibeah. While the Benjamites were saying, “We are defeating them as before,” the 
Israelites were saying, “Let’s retreat and draw them away from the city to the 
roads.”  All the men of Israel moved from their places and took up positions at Baal 
Tamar, and the Israelite ambush charged out of its place on the west of Gibeah. Then
ten thousand of Israel’s able young men made a frontal attack on Gibeah. The ghting
was so heavy that the Benjamites did not realize how near disaster 
was. The Lord defeated Benjamin before Israel, and on that day the Israelites struck 
down 25,100 Benjamites, all armed with swords. Then the Benjamites saw that they 
were beaten. 

Now the men of Israel had given way before Benjamin, because they relied on the 
ambush they had set near Gibeah. Those who had been in ambush made a sudden 
dash into Gibeah, spread out and put the whole city to the sword. The Israelites had 
arranged with the ambush that they should send up a great cloud of smoke from the 
city, and then the Israelites would counterattack.  The Benjamites had begun to in ict
casualties on the Israelites (about thirty), and they said, “We are defeating them as in 
the rst battle.” But when the column of smoke began to rise from the city, the 
Benjamites turned and saw the whole city going up in smoke. Then the Israelites 
counterattacked, and the Benjamites were terri ed, because they realized that 
disaster had come on them. So they ed before the Israelites in the direction of the 
wilderness, but they could not escape the battle. And the Israelites who came out of 
the towns cut them down there. They surrounded the Benjamites, chased them and 
easily overran them in the vicinity of Gibeah on the east. Eighteen thousand 
Benjamites fell, all of them valiant ghters. As they turned and ed toward the 
wilderness to the rock of Rimmon, the Israelites cut down ve thousand men along the 
roads. They kept pressing after the Benjamites as far as Gidom and struck down two 
thousand more.  On that day twenty- ve thousand Benjamite swordsmen fell, all of 
them valiant ghters. But six hundred of them turned and ed into the wilderness to 
the rock of Rimmon, where they stayed four months. The men of Israel went back to 
Benjamin and put all the towns to the sword, including the animals and everything 
else they found. All the towns they came across they set on re. 

The men of Israel had taken an oath at Mizpah: “Not one of us will give his 
daughter in marriage to a Benjamite.”  The people went to Bethel, where they sat 
before God until evening, raising their voices and weeping bitterly. “Lord, God of 
Israel,” they cried, “why has this happened to Israel? Why should one tribe be 
missing from Israel today?”  Early the next day the people built an altar and presented 
burnt o erings and fellowship o erings. 
Then the Israelites asked, “Who from all the tribes of Israel has failed to assemble 
before the Lord?” For they had taken a solemn oath that anyone who failed to 
assemble before the Lord at Mizpah was to be put to death.  Now the Israelites grieved 
for the tribe of Benjamin, their fellow Israelites. “Today one tribe is cut o  from Israel,” 
they said. “How can we provide wives for those who are left, since we have taken an 
oath by the Lord not to give them any of our daughters in marriage?” Then they asked, 
“Which one of the tribes of Israel failed to assemble before the Lord at Mizpah?” They 
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discovered that no one from Jabesh Gilead had come to the camp for the 
assembly. For when they counted the people, they found that none of the people of 
Jabesh Gilead were there.  So the assembly sent twelve thousand ghting men with 
instructions to go to Jabesh Gilead and put to the sword those living there, including 
the women and children. “This is what you are to do,” they said. “Kill every male and 
every woman who is not a virgin.” They found among the people living in Jabesh Gilead 
four hundred girls who had never slept with a man, and they took them to the camp at 
Shiloh in Canaan. 

Then the whole assembly sent an o er of peace to the Benjamites at the rock of 
Rimmon. So the Benjamites returned at that time and were given the little girls of 
Jabesh Gilead who had been spared. But there were not enough for all of them.  The
people grieved for Benjamin, because the Lord had made a gap in the tribes of 
Israel. And the elders of the assembly said, “With the women of Benjamin destroyed, 
how shall we provide wives for the men who are left? The Benjamite survivors must 
have heirs,” they said, “so that a tribe of Israel will not be wiped out. We can’t give 
them our daughters as wives, since we Israelites have taken this oath: ‘Cursed be 
anyone who gives a wife to a Benjamite.’ But look, there is the annual festival of 
the Lord in Shiloh, which lies north of Bethel, east of the road that goes from Bethel to 
Shechem, and south of Lebonah.” 

So they instructed the Benjamites, saying, “Go and hide in the vineyards and
watch. When the young girls of Shiloh come out to join in the dancing, rush from the 
vineyards and each of you seize one of them to be your wife. Then return to the land of 
Benjamin. When their fathers or brothers complain to us, we will say to them, ‘Do us 
the favor of helping them, because we did not get wives for them during the war. You 
will not be guilty of breaking your oath because you did not give your daughters to 
them.’”  So that is what the Benjamites did. While the young girls were dancing, each 
man caught one and carried her o  to be his wife. Then they returned to their 
inheritance and rebuilt the towns and settled in them. 

At that time the Israelites left that place and went home to their tribes and clans, 
each to his own inheritance. 

Answer Key: 
Characters:

The concubine from Bethlehem--  A concubine is a woman who lives with a man and his 
wives to have sex with the man she is not married to. The term is often used to describe a 
woman who is a slave or has a lower social status than the man's wives.  This concubine 
from the Tribe of Judah, said to have descended from Judah, son of Jacob.  The Tribe of 
Judah was in the southern area of the twelve tribes of the Israelites.   

The Levite from Ephraim--  A wealthy member of the tribe of Levi.  The Tribe of Levi was one 
of the tribes of Israel, said to have descended from Levi, son of Jacob. The Tribe of Levi 
served particular religious duties for the Israelites and had political responsibilities as well.  
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He lived in a remote part of the land of the tribe of Ephraim in the northern territory of the 
Israelites.

The old man from Gibeah-- An old man (originally from the land of Ephraim) currently living 
in the Gibeah, the land of the tribe of the Benjaminites.  The Tribe of Benjamin (said to have 
descended from Benjamin, son of Jacob) is another tribe of the Israelites (there were twelve 
tribes of Israelites in total). 

Setting: 

Ephraim-- Ephraim was in the northern territory where the Israelite tribe of Ephraim (not the 
tribe of the Levites) lived.  The territory of Ephraim would contain the early centers of 
Israelite religion: Shechem and Shiloh. This was where the old man in Gibeah was originally 
from (and where the Levite from the story currently lived). 

Gibeah-- Gibeah was where the Israelite tribe of Benjamin lived, between Jebus and 
Ephraim.

Jebus-- The ancient name for the city of Jerusalem, where the Jebusites lived.  The Jebusites 
were not an Israelite tribe.  Within their territory lay the cave of Machpelah, which Abraham 
wished to buy for Sarah’s burial. But they said to him: "If you will make a covenant with us 
that Israel will not take the city of Jebus against the will of its inhabitants, we will cede to 
you the cave and will give you a bill of sale." Abraham, who was very anxious to obtain this 
holy burial-place, thereupon made a covenant with the Jebusites, who engraved its 
contents on bronze.  Jebus was between Ephraim to the north and Bethlehem to the south.  
The Levite from Ephraim would not stop in this part of Palestine because it was not the land 
of any Israelite tribe. 

Bethlehem-- Bethlehem was located in the land of the tribe of Judah, south of Jebus. 

Jabesh Gilead--  a town of Manasseh (maybe with rocky or well-drained soil) who did not 
send representatives to the fight. 

Theme:

The story begins by noting in Judges 19:1 that “there was no king in Israel,” and it concludes 
by summarizing the sentiment in Judges 21: 25 that without an autocratic ruler, each 
person will do whatever they wish in their own hearts.
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UPPER ELEMENTARY RESOURCES
Historical Context  

Lesson Three
In uence on Western Civilization: Some have suggested the Bible could be considered a 
key cornerstone in the development of Western thought, in uencing legal systems, ethical 
frameworks, and cultural norms. Teachers must focus on how biblical principles have or 
have not shaped the foundational aspects of Western societies, such as the concepts of 
justice, human rights, and the rule of law. 

• Historical Context: Begin introducing the historical context in which biblical stories were 
written and their impact on Western culture.  

IMPORTANT NOTES:

One story uses the four-letter Hebrew theonym (often transliterated into English 
as YHWH) as the name of Noah’s God. {PLEASE NOTE: In class, do not attempt to say 
aloud this Tetragrammaton’s Hebrew pronunciation or it’s English transliteration: Simply 
say “One writing community uses the four-letter Hebrew word for which we will substitute 
“Adonai."  Also, all printed copies of this guidance should never be destroyed because it 
contains the Tetragrammaton, a name so holy to many Jews that these printed letters 
should never be disposed of or destroyed, lest they be desecrated, but are usually put in 
long-term storage or buried in Jewish cemeteries in order to retire them from use.}  We will 
call this source, the “Adonai” community.  The other Noah’s Ark story was written to convey 
the theological messages and worldviews of a di erent worshipping community.  This 
source’s story always uses (you may pronounce as “Elohim (plural)”) as the name for 
Noah’s God.

ACTIVITY 1: INVITE THE STUDENTS TO COMPARE AND CONTRAST THE FOLLOWING 
TWO STORIES. ASK THEM TO THINK ABOUT WHAT EACH AUTHOR WAS TRYING TO 
EMPHASIZE ABOUT THE NATURE OF NOAH’S GOD.

STORY ONE: NOAH’S GOD IS NAMED “ADONAI.”

          Adonai plans the ood
Adonai saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. And Adonai was sorry 
that he had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So Adonai said, "I 
will blot out from the earth the human beings I have created -- people together with animals 
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and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them." But Noah 
found favor in the sight of Adonai. [Gen 6:5-8] 
          Noah's special status 
Then Adonai said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that 
you alone are righteous before me in this generation. [7:1] 
          Animals by pairs and sevens   
"Take with you all clean animals by the sevens; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, 
the male and its mate; and sevens of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their 
kind alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty 
days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of 
the ground." And Noah did all that Adonai had commanded him. [7:2-5] 
          Beginning of ood 
And after seven days the waters of the ood came on the earth. [6:10] 
          Duration of ood 
The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. [6:12] 
          End of ood 
At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent out 
the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he sent 
out the dove ... He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove... Then he 
waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did not return to him any more. [8:6-
12] 
          Adonai's promise never to curse the earth 
Then Noah built an altar to Adonai, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, 
and o ered burnt o erings on the altar. And when Adonai smelled the pleasing odor, Adonai 
said in his heart, "I will never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the 
inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living 
creature as I have done. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease." [8:20-22] 

STORY TWO: NOAH’S GOD IS NAMED “ELOHIM.”

          Elohim plan the ood
Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of the Elohim, and the earth was lled with violence. 
And the Elohim saw that the earth was corrupt; for all esh had corrupted its ways upon the 
earth. And the Elohim said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all esh, for the 
earth is lled with violence because of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the 
earth. Make yourself an ark... [Gen 6:11-16] 
          Noah's special status 
"For my part, I am going to bring a ood of waters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven 
all esh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will 
establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, 
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and your sons' wives with you." [6:17-18] 
          Animals by pairs 
"And of every living thing, of all esh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep 
them alive with you; they shall be male and female. Of the birds according to their kinds, of 
every creeping thing of the ground according to its kind, two of every kind shall come in to 
you, to keep them alive. Also take with you every kind of food that is eaten, and store it up; 
and it shall serve as food for you and for them." Noah did this; he did all that the Elohim 
commanded him. [6:19-22] 
          Beginning of ood 
In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened. [Gen 6:11] 
          Duration of ood 
And the waters swelled on the earth for one hundred fty days. [7:24] 
          End of ood 
In the six hundred rst year, in the rst month, the rst day of the month, the waters were 
dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that 
the face of the ground was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the 
month, the earth was dry. Then the Elohim said to Noah, "Go out of the ark, you and your 
wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you...[8:13-16] 
          Elohim’s promise: the covenant of the rainbow 
Then the Elohim said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with 
you... I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all esh be cut o  by the 
waters of a ood, and never again shall there be a ood to destroy the earth." The Elohim 
said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you, for all future 
generations; I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth... [9:8-17] 

ANSWER KEY:

          Students should easily spot the di erences like: the words the text use to refer to Noah’s 
god, the two stories di er in the duration of the ood (“40 days” in Gen 7:17; “150 days” 
in Genesis 7:24), the number of each animal entering the ark (“two of each” in Gen 6:19; “seven 
pairs of clean” and “one pair of unclean” in Genesis 7:2), and the types of birds sent to determine 
if dry land has appeared (“a raven” in Genesis 8:7; “a dove” three times in Genesis 8:8-12), etc.  
          To truly examine “the historical context in which biblical stories were written” you will, 
however, need to present students with more information than what is found within the pages of 
the Bible.  The di erence between the Bible’s two di erent ood stories re ects a 
conceptual di erence about sacri ces in the patriarchal and early monarchic periods: 
          Clearly, if Noah was to o er sacri ces from the clean animals, he would need more than just 
one pair. These sacri ces are a key part of ONE story, since only when Adonai smells the pleasing 
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odor of the roasted meat does he resolve never again to bring a ood on the earth to destroy 
humanity.       
          For the other writer, sacri ces are a system of ritual requirements commanded by YHWH 

rst at Mount Sinai (Leviticus 1–7, 23, Numbers 15, 29–30), and controlled by priests of the 
Aaronide lineage (Exodus 28, Lev 8). They may be o ered only in the Tabernacle (Leviticus 17) 
and later at the Jerusalem Temple. Building an altar just anywhere and sacri cing on it is not 
permissible at all. 
          So what about the impact on Western culture?  Because di erent religious perspectives are 
included, side-by-side and inter-mingled within the same Bible, and even within the same book of 
the Bible—coupled with the fact that some religious traditions believe everything written in the 
Bible to be literally true, without any mixture of error, those who ascribe to such a view of the 
inerrancy of Scripture have fought (even fought wars) over which theological perspective of all the 
various theological perspectives showcased in the Bible are the correct religious beliefs. 
           The Bible, itself, as a collected canon, does not appear to take sides in these ghts.  For 
example, there are two di erent stories of King David conducting the same census, one in 2 
Samuel 24 and in 1 Chronicles 21.  According to 2 Samuel 24:1, “Again the anger of God was 
kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, ‘Go, number Israel.’ ” However, 1 
Chronicles 21:1 says, “Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel.”  Did 
God tell David to do it or did Satan tell David to do it?  Di erent religious beliefs resulted in 
di erent religious texts about the same event. 
          Scholars have long noted the presence of parallel or repeated stories in the biblical 
text, including what appear to be two distinct creation accounts (Genesis 1 and Genesis 2), 
two descriptions of Abraham’s covenant with God (Genesis 15 and Genesis 17), two 
accounts of Jacob’s name change to “Israel” (Genesis 32 and Genesis 35), and two 
versions of Moses’s commission to lead the Israelites out of slavery (Exodus 3 and Genesis 
6), to name only a few.   
          The poetry, letters, pericopes, songs, and texts pieced together into the modern 
Christian Holy Bible were not written to be read as a science textbook, a step-by-step guide 
to governance, or even a literal History book devoid of religious message.  Di erent authors 
(or, more accurately, authorial communities) wrote with di erent motivations to convey 
di ering (often con icting and contradictory) accounts to support and promote their own 
religious beliefs.  
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UPPER ELEMENTARY RESOURCES
Historical Context  

Lesson Four
Impact on American History: From the early European settlers to the U.S. founding 
forebears, biblical references can be found in some U.S. historical documents and 
speeches.  Teachers must highlight key historical moments where the Bible played a role.  

• Historical Context: Begin introducing the historical context in which biblical accounts were 
written and their impact on U.S. culture. 

ACTIVITY 1 - BIBLICAL MARRIAGE ACTIVITY:

For each Bible pericope listed, place the letter that corresponds to the type of accepted Biblical 
marriage depiction.   

Your choices are: 
A.  A man and the woman he has to buy and marry because he raped her 
B.  A man must marry his brother's widow, “Levirate Marriage” 
C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
E.  A soldier and the soldier’s prisoner of war 
F.   A slaveholder giving a female slave as wife for a male slave 
G.  Arranged marriage 
H. Two relatives being married, “Incest” 
I.    A man marries a woman and gets the woman's slave 
J.    A woman submitting to a man’s authority, “Patriarchal Hegemony” 
K.   Demigods taking the women they want and producing giant Nephilim o spring 
L.   A Biblically forbidden type of marriage 

For example:   

__B__  Ruth chapter four.  Ruth and Boaz.  

You would ll in the blank with “B” to indicate that this passage describes “A man must marry his 
brother's widow, ‘Levirate Marriage.’” 
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For each Bible pericope listed below, place the letter that corresponds to the type of accepted 
Biblical marriage depiction (and the two forbidden ones).   

______  Deuteronomy 22:28-29 

______  Deuteronomy  25:5-10 

______  Genesis 38:6-10  Onan and Tamar 

______  Genesis 11:29 Nahor and Milkah, Genesis 22:24 Nahor and Reumah 

______  Genesis 12:14 Abraham and Sarah, Genesis 16:1-3 Abraham and Hagar,  
Genesis 25:1-4 Abraham and Keturah 

______  Genesis 29:27, 25 Jacob/Israel and Leah, Jacob/Israel and Rachael, 
Genesis 30:3, 9 Jacob/Israel and Billhah, Jacob/Israel and Zilpah, Jacob/Israel and other  
unnamed women 

______  Genesis 36:12 Eliphaz and his wife and Timma 

______  Judges 8:30 Gideon and his many unnamed wives, Judges 9:18 Gideon and the mother of        
Abimelech 

______  2 Samuel 3:2-4 David and Ahnioam and David and Maakah and David and Haggith and  
David and Abital and David and Eglah, 2 Samuel 25:35 and David and Abigail, and 2  
Samuel 5:13 

______  1 Kings 11:3 Solomon 

______  1 Chronicles 2:46-48 Caleb 

______  1 Chronicles 7:14  Manasseh 

______  2 Chronicles 11:21 Rehaboam 

______  Esther 1:9 Ahasuerus 

_______  Esther 2:14 Xerxes 

______  Daniel 5:2 Belshazzar 

______  Genesis 4:23 Lamech and Adah and Zillah 
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______  Genesis 36:2 Esau and Adhah and Aholibamah and Basemath 

______  Exodus 2:21 Moses and Zipporah Numbers 12:1 Moses and an unnamed Ethiopian  

______  1 Samuel 1:2 Elkanah and Hannah and Peninnah 

______  1 Kings 20:3 Benhadad 

______  1 Kings 20:3 Ahab 

______  2 Kings 24:15 Jeholachin 

______  1 Chronicles 2:26  Jerahmeel his unnamed Wife and Atarah 

______  1 Chronicles 4:5 Ashur and Helah and Naarah 

______  1 Chronicles 7:15-16 Machir and Maachah and Zelophehad 

______  1 Chronicles 8:8 Shaharaim and Hushim and Baara 

______  2 Chronicles 11:18-23 Rehaboam and Mahalath, Abihail, Maachah, and 15 others  

______  2 Chronnicles 13:21 Abijah 

______  2 Chronicles 21:14 Jehoram 

______  2 Chronicles 24:3 Joash 

______  Jeremiah 38:23 Zedekiah 

______  Numbers 31:9 

______  Deuteronomy 20:10, 122-14 

______  Judges 5:30 

______  Exodus 21:2-4 

______  Genesis 24:37-38  The circumstances of how Isaac and Rebekah came to marry 

______  Genesis 29:27 The circumstances of how Jacob and Rachael, and then Jacob and Leah 
came to be married 
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_____  Genesis 11:29 Uncle and Neice Nahor and Milcah 

_____  Genesis 20:12 Half Siblings Abraham and Sarah 

_____  Genesis 24:15 1st Cousins Once Removed Isaac and Rebekah 

_____  Exodus 6:20 Nephew and Aunt Amram and Jochebed 

_____  Genesis 12:4 Abraham and Sarah’s Slave Genesis 16:1-3 

______ Genesis 29:27 Jacob/Israel and Leah’s Slave  Genesis 30:9 

______ Genesis 29:25 Jacob/Israel and Rachael's Slave Genesis 30:3 

______  Ephesians 5:22 

______  Colossians 3:18 

______  1 Peter 3:1 

______  Genesis 6:1–4 

______  Deuteronomy 7:3 

______  Ezra 9:1-2 

______  Deuteronomy 22:13-21 
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ANSWER KEY:

J.    A woman submitting to a man’s authority, “Patriarchal Hegemony” 
K.   Demigods taking the women they want and producing giant Nephilim o spring 
L.   A Biblically forbidden type of marriage 

A.  A man and the woman he has to buy and marry because he raped her 

Deuteronomy 22:28-29 
If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married and rapes her and they are 
discovered, he shall pay her father fty shekels of silver. He must marry the young woman, for he 
has violated her. He can never divorce her as long as he lives. 

B.  A man must marry his brother's widow, “Levirate Marriage” 
Deuteronomy 25:5-10 

B.  A man must marry his brother's widow, “Levirate Marriage” 
-Onan and Tamar 
Genesis 38:6-10 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines). A concubine is a female who has a lower 
status than her husband/her husband's other wives. 
Functioned as a secondary wife, sex slave, and/or surrogate mother 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Nahor 
Genesis 11:29 
Milkah, Wife 
Genesis 22:24 
Reumah, Concubine 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Abraham 
Genesis 12:14 
Sarah, Wife 
Genesis 16:1-3 
Hagar, Concubine 
Genesis 25:1-4 
Keturah, Concubine 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Jacob (Israel) 
Genesis 29:27, 25 
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Leah, Rachael, Wives 
Genesis 30:3, 9 
Billhah, Zilpah, Concubines 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Eliphaz
Genesis 36:12 
Timma, Concubine 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Gideon 
Judges 8:30 
"He had many wives", All Unnamed 
Judges 9:18 
Mother of Abimelech, Concubine 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-David 
2 Samuel 3:2 
Ahnioam, Wife 
2 Samuel 3:3-4 
Maakah, Wife 
Haggith, Wife 
Abital, Wife 
Eglah, Wife 
2 Samuel 25:35 
Abigail, Wife 
2 Samuel 5:13 
Multiple Unnamed Concubines 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Solomon 
1 Kings 11:3 
700 Wives 
300 Concubines 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Caleb 
1 Chronicles 2:46-48 
Ephah, Concubine 
Maakah, Concubine 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Manasseh 
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1 Chronicles 7:14 
Unnamed Wife 
Unnamed Aramean Concubine 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Rehaboam 
2 Chronicles 11:21 
18 Unnamed Wives 
60 Unnamed Concubines 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Ahasuerus 
Esther 1:9 
Multiple Unnamed Concubines 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Xerxes 
Esther 2:14 
Multiple Unnamed Concubines 

C.  Man, wife (or wives), and concubine (or concubines).
-Belshazzar 
Daniel 5:2 
Multiple Unnamed Concubines 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Lamech 
Genesis 4:23 
Adah
Zillah 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Jacob (Israel) 
Genesis 29:27, 25 
Leah
Rachael

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Esau 
Genesis 36:2 
Adhah
Aholibamah 
Basemath 
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D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 

-Moses 
Exodus 2:21 
Zipporah 
Numbers 12:1 
An Unnamed Ethiopian Woman 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Gideon 
Judges 8:30 
>1, All Unnamed 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Elkanah 
1 Samuel 1:2 
Hannah
Peninnah 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-David 
2 Samuel 3:2-4 
Ahinoam
Maakah 
Haggith
Abital
Eglah
2 Samuel 25:35 
Abigail 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Benhadad
1 Kings 20:3 
>1, All Unnamed 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Solomon 
1 Kings 11:3 
700, All Unnamed 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Ahab
1 Kings 20:3 
>1, All Unnamed 
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D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Jeholachin
2 Kings 24:15 
>1, All Unnamed 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Jerahmeel 
1 Chronicles 2:26 
Unnamed Wife, Atarah 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Ashur 
1 Chronicles 4:5 
Helah, Naarah 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Machir 
1 Chronicles 7:15-16 
Maachah, Zelophehad 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Shaharaim 
1 Chronicles 8:8 
Hushim, Baara 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Rehaboam 
2 Chronicles 11:18-23 
Mahalath, Abihail, Maachah, 15 Other Unnamed Wives 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Abijah
2 Chronnicles 13:21 
14, All Unnamed 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Jehoram 
2 Chronicles 21:14 
>1, All Unnamed 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Joash 
2 Chronicles 24:3 
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2, Both Unnamed 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Zedekiah 
Jeremiah 38:23 
>1, All Unnamed 

D.  A man without concubines but more than one wife, “Polygamy” 
-Belshazzar 
Daniel 5:2 
>1, All Unnamed 

E.  A soldier and the soldier’s prisoner of war 
-Numbers 31:9 
The Israelites captured the Midianite women and children, all the herds, ocks, and goods, and 
took them as plunder. 

E.  A soldier and the soldier’s prisoner of war 
-Deuteronomy 20:10, 122-14 
When you march up to attack a city, make its people an o er of peace. If they refuse to make 
peace and they engage you in battle, lay siege to that city. When the Lord your God delivers the 
city into your hands, kill all the men in it. As for the women, the children, the livestock, and 
everything else in the city, you may take these as plunder for yourselves. And you may use the 
plunder the Lord your God gives you from your enemies. 

Probably E.  A soldier and the soldier’s prisoner of war 
-Judges 5:30 

F.   A slaveholder giving a female slave as wife for a male slave 
Exodus 21:2-4 
If you buy a Hebrew slave, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh year, he shall go free, 
without paying anything. If he comes unmarried, he is to go free alone; but if he has a wife when he 
comes, she is to go with him. If his slave master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or 
daughters, the woman and her children shall belong to her slave master, and only the man shall 
go free. 

G.  Arranged marriage  
Isaac + Rebekah 
Genesis 24:37-38 

G.  Arranged marriage 
Jacob + Rachael, Jacob + Leah 
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Genesis 29:27 

H. Two relatives being married, “Incest” 
-Nahor and Milcah 
Genesis 11:29 
Uncle and Neice 

H. Two relatives being married, “Incest” 
-Abraham and Sarah 
Genesis 20:12 
Half Siblings 

H. Two relatives being married, “Incest” 
-Isaac and Rebekah 
Genesis 24:15 
1st Cousins Once Removed 

H. Two relatives being married, “Incest” 
-Amram and Jochebed 
Exodus 6:20 
Nephew and Aunt 

I.    A man marries a woman and gets the woman's slave 
-Abraham 
Genesis 12:4 
Sarah, Wife 
Genesis 16:1-3 
Hagar, Sarah's Slave 

I.    A man marries a woman and gets the woman's slave 
Jacob (Israel) 
Genesis 29:27 
Leah, Wife 
Genesis 30:9 
Zilpah, Leah's Slave 

I.    A man marries a woman and gets the woman's slave 
Jacob (Israel) 
Genesis 29:25 
Rachael, Wife 
Genesis 30:3 
Bilhah, Rachael's Slave 
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J.  Wives are to submit to their husbands  
Ephesians 5:22 

J.  Wives are to submit to their husbands  
Colossians 3:18 

J.  Wives are to submit to their husbands  
 1 Peter 3:1 

K.   Demigod/angels take the women they want and produce giant Nephilim  
Genesis 6:1–4 

L. Forbidden Marriage 
-Inter-faith marriages are forbidden 
Deuteronomy 7:3,  

L. Forbidden Marriage 
-Inter-faith marriages are forbidden 
Ezra 9:1-2 

L. Forbidden Marriage 
-Bride who cannot prove her virginity is to be stoned to death 
Deuteronomy 22:13-21 

MARRIAGE AND THE CULTURAL VALUES ARE A HUGE PART OF ANY CULTURE,
INCLUDING IN THE UNITED STATES. AFTER THIS ACTIVITY ASK YOUR STUDENTS TO 
DESCRIBE THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT IN WHICH BIBLICAL ACCOUNTS WERE 
WRITTEN AND THEIR IMPACT ON U.S. CULTURE.
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UPPER ELEMENTARY RESOURCES
Artistic and Musical Influence

Lesson Five
Music: Biblical texts and stories have in uenced some musical compositions. Teachers 
can explore how composers and musicians have interpreted and expressed biblical 
themes through music, focusing on the cultural and historical signi cance rather than the 
religious content. 

• Music Appreciation: Introduce students to classical music pieces inspired by biblical themes, 
discussing the historical context and signi cance without focusing on religious content. 

ACTIVITY 1 –

JUDGES 16:1 “One day Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a 
prostitute. He went in to spend the night with her.”

Play for the students, "Mon cœur s'ouvre à ta voix," a popular mezzo-soprano aria from 
Camille Saint-Saëns's opera Samson and Delilah, known in English as "Softly awakes my 
heart", or more literally "My heart opens itself to your voice". It is sung by Delilah in Act 2 as 
she attempts to seduce Samson into revealing the secret of his strength.  

Run–D.M.C.'s Joseph Simmons' rendition of this song appears on the 1997 album The 
Rapsody Overture: Hip Hop Meets Classic, a collection of hip hop songs intertwined with 
classical vocals and music.
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UPPER ELEMENTARY RESOURCES
Artistic and Musical Influence

Lesson Six
Art History: The Bible has inspired some works of art throughout history. Teachers must 
introduce students to famous artworks that depict biblical scenes or themes, discussing 
the historical and cultural context of these while remaining mindful of all rules for grade 
level and age level appropriate material.

• Art Appreciation: Introduce students to art pieces inspired by biblical texts, discussing the 
historical context and signi cance without focusing on religious content. 

ACTIVITY 1 -

JUDITH 12:16-13:10 “16 Then Judith came in and took her place. 
Holofernes was overcome with desire for her, and his passion was 
aroused. He had been waiting for an opportunity to seduce her from 
the day he had rst laid eyes on her. 17 He said to her, “Drink, and be 
merry with us!” 18 “I will gladly do so, my lord,” Judith replied, “for 
today is the greatest day of my life.” 19 Then she took what her maid 
had prepared, and she ate and drank in his presence. 20 Holofernes 
was so enchanted with her that he drank a great quantity of wine, 
more than he had ever drunk on any one day in his entire life. 

Chapter 13 
The Critical Moment. 1 When the hour grew late, his attendants 
quickly withdrew. Bagoas closed the tent from the outside and 
excluded the attendants from the master’s presence. They withdrew 
to their beds, for the banquet had lasted so long that they were all 
exhausted. 2 Judith was left alone in the tent with Holofernes, who 
was sprawled on his bed, completely intoxicated. 3 Judith had 
instructed her maid to stand outside the bedchamber and to wait for 
her to come out, as was the case on the previous days. She had said 
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that she would be going out to pray, and she explained this also to 
Bagoas. 

Death of Holofernes. 4 When all had departed and no one of either 
great or minor importance was left in the bedchamber, Judith stood 
beside the bed of Holofernes and silently uttered this prayer: “O 
Lord, God of all power, look favorably in this hour on what I am doing 
for the glory of Jerusalem. 5 Now is the time to come to the aid of 
your heritage and to carry out my plan to crush the enemies who 
have risen up against us.” 

6 She then went to the bedpost near the head of Holofernes and 
took the sword that hung there. 7 She drew close to his bed, grasped 
the hair of his head, and said, “Give me strength this moment, O 
Lord, God of Israel.” 8 Then with all her might she struck his neck 
twice and cut o  his head. 9 Next she rolled his body o  the bed and 
pulled down the canopy from its posts. After this she came out and 
handed over the head of Holofernes to her maid, 10 who put it in the 
food pouch. The two of them then left the camp together, as they 
were accustomed to do when going out to pray.

Show and discuss Artemisia’s Baroque paintings of Judith, discussing the signi cance of this and 
other Weibermacht works, historically.  Compare and contrast Artemisia’s version of Judith and 
Holofernes with those of Caravaggio, Cranach the Elder, Giorgione, Klimt, Johan Lis, and  Goya. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCES
Literary Significance  

Lesson Seven
Literary Techniques: The Bible uses numerous and various literary techniques, including 
allegory, metaphor, and parable. Teachers can use the following biblical texts to illustrate these 
techniques, enhancing Middle School students’ literary analysis skills. This approach allows 
students to appreciate the Bible’s literary craftsmanship without delving into religious doctrine.

• Textual Analysis: Engage students in more detailed analysis of biblical texts, focusing on 
language, structure, and themes.  

ACTIVITY 1 -

The Song of Songs (Biblical Hebrew: , romanized: Š r hašŠ r m), also called 
the Canticle of Canticles or the Song of Solomon, is a biblical poem, one of the 

ve megillot ("scrolls") in the Ketuvim ('writings'), the last section of the Tanakh.  The poem, 
suggestive of orgiastic revelry, could have had its origin in a fertility cult liturgy, rooted deeply in the 
fertility cult traditions of the ancient Near Eastern cultures of Mesopotamia and Canaan-- though 
scholars have di ered in assessing when it was written, with estimates ranging from the 10th to 
2nd century BCE.  Linguistic analysis of the inscribed Hebrew we have today suggest a 
composition of about the 3rd century BCE.   

INSTRUCT STUDENTS TO READ THE SONG OF SONGS AND COMPOSE AN ESSAY 
DESCRIBING THE METAPHORICAL LANGUAGE, STRUCTURE, AND THEMES DEPICTED 
IN THE BOOK.

ACTIVITY 2 –
You can supplement this activity with Lesson One, Activities 1 through 4.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCES
Literary Significance  

Lesson Eight
Canonical Literature: The Bible is a primary source of allusions, themes, and archetypes 
in Western literature. Teachers must explore its in uence on classic and contemporary 
works, helping students understand references and themes in literature, poetry, and even 
modern media.

• Comparative Literature: Compare biblical stories with myths and legends from other cultures, 
examining similarities and di erences.  

ACTIVITY 1 -
COMPARATIVE BIBLICAL MYTHS AND LEGENDS ACTIVITY:

Invite the students to compare the Biblical accounts of Jesus’s birth, number of apostles, whether 
or not he performed miracles, how long he was dead, whether or not he was resurrected, etc. and 
identify the similarities with one or more of the following other religious gures whose myths 
could have been circulating at the time the New Testament was rst being written:   

Horus- from Egypt, circa 3000 BCE 
Attis- from Greece, circa 1200 BCE 
Mithra- from Persia, circa 1200 BCE 
Krishna- from India, circa 900 BCE 
Dionysus- from Greece, circa 500 BCE 
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ANSWER KEY:

Religious Myths of Horus- from Egypt, circa 
3000 BCE 
Born on December 25th

Born of a virgin 
Star in the east 
Adorned by 3 kings 
Teacher at 12 
Baptized began ministry at age 30 

Religious Myths of Attis- from Greece, circa 
1200 BCE 
Born of a virgin 
Born on December 25th

Cruci ed
Dead for 3 days 
Resurrected 

Religious Myths of Mithra- from Persia, circa 
1200 BCE 
Born of a virgin  
Born on December 25th

12 Disciples 
Performed miracles 
Dead for 3 days 
Resurrected 

Religious Myths of Krishna- from India, circa 
900 BCE 
Born of a virgin 
Star in the East 
Performed miracles 
Resurrected 

Religious Myths of Dionysus- from Greece, 
circa 500 BCE 
Born of a virgin 
Born on December 25th

Performed miracles 
Called “King of Kings” 
Called “Alpha and Omega” 
Resurrected 

Religious Myths of Jesus - from Nazareth 
Born of a Virgin 
Born on December 25th

Star in the east 
Adorned by 3 kings 
Teacher at 12 
Baptized began ministry at age 30 
12 Disciples 
Performed miracles 
Called “King of Kings” 
Called “Alpha and Omega” 
Cruci ed
Dead for 3 days 
Resurrected



Pa
ge

  31

ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON TWO, ABOVE.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCES
Historical Context  

Lesson Nine
In uence on Western Civilization: Some have suggested the Bible could be considered a 
key cornerstone in the development of Western thought, in uencing legal systems, ethical 
frameworks, and cultural norms. Teachers must focus on how biblical principles have or 
have not shaped the foundational aspects of Western societies, such as the concepts of 
justice, human rights, and the rule of law. 

• Historical Impact: Discuss the in uence of the Bible on Western Civilization’s events and 
gures.  

ACTIVITY 1 -
COMPARE AND CONTRAST MODERN GUIDELINES FOR CONDUCTING WAR WITH 
THE BIBLICAL MODEL OF HOW GOD INSTRUCTED WAR TO BE CONDUCTED.

MODERN INSTRUCTIONS FOR WAGING A WAR:

The Geneva Conventions are one example of the modern guidelines for conducting war.  The 
Geneva Conventions, which are a framework of legal protections for civilians, prisoners, and 
soldiers during wartime and other internal law de ne the following as Ware Crimes: murder, ill 
treatment or deportation to slave labor or for any other purpose of the civilian population in 
occupied territory; plunder of public or private property; destruction of property that is of 
particular cultural signi cance; and genocide.  Genocide is a crime under international law even if 
it is not a crime in the country where it takes place, and incitement to commit genocide is also a 
crime.  Genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in 
part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group: a) killing members of the group; b) causing serious 
bodily or mental harm to members of the group; c) deliberately in icting on the group conditions 
of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; d) imposing measures 
intended to prevent births within the group; and/or e) forcibly transferring children of the group to 
another group. 

BIBLICAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR WAGING A WAR:

NUMBERS 31:1-33
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The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Take vengeance on the Midianites for the Israelites. After that, you will 
be gathered to your people.” 
3 So Moses said to the people, “Arm some of your men to go to war against the Midianites so that 
they may carry out the Lord’s vengeance on them. 4 Send into battle a thousand men from each of 
the tribes of Israel.” 5 So twelve thousand men armed for battle, a thousand from each tribe, were 
supplied from the clans of Israel. 6 Moses sent them into battle, a thousand from each tribe, along 
with Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, who took with him articles from the sanctuary and the 
trumpets for signaling. 
7 They fought against Midian, as the Lord commanded Moses, and killed every man. 8 Among their 
victims were Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and Reba—the ve kings of Midian. They also killed Balaam son 
of Beor with the sword. 9 The Israelites captured the Midianite women and children and took all 
the Midianite herds, ocks and goods as plunder. 10 They burned all the towns where the 
Midianites had settled, as well as all their camps. 11 They took all the plunder and spoils, including 
the people and animals, 12 and brought the captives, spoils and plunder to Moses and Eleazar the 
priest and the Israelite assembly at their camp on the plains of Moab, by the Jordan across from 
Jericho. 
13 Moses, Eleazar the priest and all the leaders of the community went to meet them outside the 
camp. 14 Moses was angry with the o icers of the army—the commanders of thousands and 
commanders of hundreds—who returned from the battle. 
15 “Have you allowed all the women to live?” he asked them. 16 “They were the ones who followed 
Balaam’s advice and enticed the Israelites to be unfaithful to the Lord in the Peor incident, so that 
a plague struck the Lord’s people. 17 Now kill all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept with 
a man, 18 but save for yourselves every girl who has never slept with a man. 
19 “Anyone who has killed someone or touched someone who was killed must stay outside the 
camp seven days. On the third and seventh days you must purify yourselves and your 
captives. 20 Purify every garment as well as everything made of leather, goat hair or wood.” 
21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the soldiers who had gone into battle, “This is what is required by 
the law that the Lord gave Moses: 22 Gold, silver, bronze, iron, tin, lead 23 and anything else that can 
withstand re must be put through the re, and then it will be clean. But it must also be puri ed
with the water of cleansing. And whatever cannot withstand re must be put through that 
water. 24 On the seventh day wash your clothes and you will be clean. Then you may come into the 
camp.” 
25 The Lord said to Moses, 26 “You and Eleazar the priest and the family heads of the community 
are to count all the people and animals that were captured. 27 Divide the spoils equally between 
the soldiers who took part in the battle and the rest of the community. 28 From the soldiers who 
fought in the battle, set apart as tribute for the Lord one out of every ve hundred, whether people, 
cattle, donkeys or sheep. 29 Take this tribute from their half share and give it to Eleazar the priest as 
the Lord’s part. 30 From the Israelites’ half, select one out of every fty, whether people, cattle, 
donkeys, sheep or other animals. Give them to the Levites, who are responsible for the care of 
the Lord’s tabernacle.” 31 So Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the Lord commanded Moses. 
32 The plunder remaining from the spoils that the soldiers took was 675,000 sheep, 33 72,000
cattle, 34 61,000 donkeys 35 and 32,000 women who had never slept with a man. 
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ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON THREE,  ABOVE.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCES
Historical Context  

Lesson Ten
Impact on American History: From the early European settlers to the U.S. founding 
forebears, biblical references can be found in some U.S. historical documents and 
speeches.  Teachers must highlight key historical moments where the Bible played a role.  

• Historical Impact: Discuss the in uence of the Bible on U.S. historical events and gures.  

ACTIVITY 1 -

HAVE STUDENTS CITE ORIGINAL WRITINGS ABOUT DEISM BY THOMAS PAINE THAT 
MIGHT HELP ANSWER RYAN WALTERS’S QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT DEIST,
THOMAS JEFFERSON COULD HAVE BELIEVED:

“When we’re talking about the Bible in the classroom, we are talking about its historical 
context in American history. So what role did it play? When Thomas Je erson references 
that we’re endowed by our Creator, why did he say that? Where did that come from? What 
were his beliefs?”  Ryan Walters, Interview with U.S. News and World Report, July 1, 2024. 
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2024-07-01/oklahoma-schools-chief-
bible-in-classrooms-mandate-inspired-by-trump

ANSWER KEY:
Thomas Je erson considered Thomas Paine to be the best writer of the Revolution.  Like 
Je erson, Paine was a deist.  “Before Paine it had been possible to be both a Christian and a deist; 
now such a religious outlook became virtually untenable.”  Foner, Eric. Tom Paine and 
Revolutionary America. London: Oxford University Press, 1976. ISBN 0-19-502182-7. 

While a very few deists accepted Divine revelation in texts, most argued that revelation's 
restriction to small groups or even a single written text limited its explanatory power. Moreover, 
many found the Christian revelations to be contradictory and irreconcilable. According to those 
writers, revelation could reinforce the evidence for God's existence already apparent in the 
natural world but more often led to superstition among the masses. The worst of the doctrines 
was original sin. By convincing people that they required help to overcome their innate sinfulness, 
deists argued, religious leaders had enslaved the human population. Deists therefore typically 
viewed themselves as intellectual liberators of oppressive Scriptures.  Thomas Paine wrote 
speci cally to reject the Bible, prophecies, and miracles: "It is revelation to the rst person only, 
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and hearsay to every other, and consequently we are not obliged to believe it." (Age of Reason, 
Part I). 

“Those books are spurious, and Moses is not the author of them; and still further, that they were 
not written in the time of Moses, nor till several hundred years afterward; that they are no other 
than an attempted history of the life of Moses, and of the times in which he is said to have lived, 
and also of the times prior thereto, written by some very ignorant and stupid pretenders to 
authorship, several hundred years after the death of Moses, as men now write histories of things 
that happened, or are supposed to have happened, several hundred or several thousand years 
ago.” Thomas Paine. Age of Reason, Part II, Section 2. 

Thomas Paine summed up what Deists felt about the Biblical Gospels, “But exclusive of this the 
presumption is that the books called the Evangelists, and ascribed to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, were not written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; and that they are impositions. The 
disordered state of the history in these four books, the silence of one book upon matters related in 
the others, and the disagreement that is to be found among them, implies that they are the 
production of some unconnected individuals, many years after the things they pretend to relate, 
each of whom made his own legend; and not the writings of men living intimately together, as the 
men called apostles are supposed to have done; in ne, that they have been manufactured, as the 
books of the Old Testament have been by other persons than those whose names they bear.”  
Thomas Paine calls the Bible a "book of lies, wickedness, and blasphemy; for what can be greater 
blasphemy than to ascribe the wickedness of man to the orders of the Almighty!" 

“All institutions of churches, whether Jewish, Christian or Turkish, appear to me no other than 
human inventions, set up to terrify and enslave mankind, and monopolize power and pro t.” 
Thomas Paine. Age of Reason, Part 1, Section1. 

“Deism, then, teaches us, without the possibility of being deceived, all that is necessary or 
proper to be known. It is creation that is the Bible of the Deist. He there reads, in the 
handwriting of the Creator himself, the certainty of his existence and the immutability of his 
power, and all other Bibles and Testaments are to the Deist forgeries.”  Thomas Paine. Age of 
Reason, Part II, Section 21.  

ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON FOUR,  ABOVE.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCES
Artistic and Musical Influence

Lesson Eleven
Music: Biblical texts and stories have in uenced some musical compositions. Teachers 
can explore how composers and musicians have interpreted and expressed biblical 
themes through music, focusing on the cultural and historical signi cance rather than the 
religious content. 

• Music Exploration: Study musical compositions inspired by biblical themes, discussing their 
impact on culture and society while remaining mindful of all rules for grade level and age level 
appropriate material. 

ACTIVITY 1 -
AN OPERA BASED ON 2 SAMUEL 13:1-15

After reading 2 Samuel 13:1-15 invite the students to listen to Eliane Aberdam’s 2006 
Tamar, for chamber opera.  Invite students to list modern music that depicts misogyny as well.  
What has changed since the Bible stories were written?  How has uplifting the Bible contributed 
to the treatment of women and other marginalized populations throughout the years? 

13 In the course of time, Amnon son of David fell in love with Tamar, the beautiful sister of 
Absalom son of David. 
2 Amnon became so obsessed with his sister Tamar that he made himself ill. She was a virgin, and 
it seemed impossible for him to do anything to her. 
3 Now Amnon had an adviser named Jonadab son of Shimeah, David’s brother. Jonadab was a 
very shrewd man. 4 He asked Amnon, “Why do you, the king’s son, look so haggard morning after 
morning? Won’t you tell me?” 
Amnon said to him, “I’m in love with Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.” 
5 “Go to bed and pretend to be ill,” Jonadab said. “When your father comes to see you, say to him, 
‘I would like my sister Tamar to come and give me something to eat. Let her prepare the food in my 
sight so I may watch her and then eat it from her hand.’” 
6 So Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill. When the king came to see him, Amnon said to him, 
“I would like my sister Tamar to come and make some special bread in my sight, so I may eat from 
her hand.” 
7 David sent word to Tamar at the palace: “Go to the house of your brother Amnon and prepare 
some food for him.” 8 So Tamar went to the house of her brother Amnon, who was lying down. She 
took some dough, kneaded it, made the bread in his sight and baked it. 9 Then she took the pan 
and served him the bread, but he refused to eat. 
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“Send everyone out of here,” Amnon said. So everyone left him. 10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, 
“Bring the food here into my bedroom so I may eat from your hand.” And Tamar took the bread she 
had prepared and brought it to her brother Amnon in his bedroom. 11 But when she took it to him to 
eat, he grabbed her and said, “Come to bed with me, my sister.” 
12 “No, my brother!” she said to him. “Don’t force me! Such a thing should not be done in 
Israel! Don’t do this wicked thing. 13 What about me? Where could I get rid of my disgrace? And 
what about you? You would be like one of the wicked fools in Israel. Please speak to the king; he 
will not keep me from being married to you.” 14 But he refused to listen to her, and since he was 
stronger than she, he raped her. 
15 Then Amnon hated her with intense hatred. In fact, he hated her more than he had loved her. 
Amnon said to her, “Get up and get out!” 

ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON FIVE,  ABOVE.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCES
Artistic and Musical Influence

Lesson Twelve
Art History: The Bible has inspired some works of art throughout history. Teachers must 
introduce students to famous artworks that depict biblical scenes or themes, discussing 
the historical and cultural context of these while remaining mindful of all rules for grade 
level and age level appropriate material.

• Art Exploration: Study artworks inspired by biblical themes, discussing their impact on culture 
and society while remaining mindful of all rules for grade level and age level appropriate material. 

ACTIVITY 1 -

ARTISTIC INFLUENCE DISCUSSION:

Ask the students to read Judges 19-21 before examining the engraving, Levite Cuts His 
Concubine, by Otto Elliger.  After studying this artwork inspired by the biblical themes of 
misogyny, violence, punishment, patriarchal hegemony, slavery, and other themes-- discuss the 
impact of these ideas on culture and society today.

ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON SIX, ABOVE.
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HIGH SCHOOL RESOURCES
fi

Lesson Thirteen
Literary Techniques: The Bible uses numerous and various literary techniques, including 
allegory, metaphor, and parable. Teachers can use the following biblical texts to illustrate these 
techniques, enhancing High School students’ literary analysis skills. This approach allows 
students to appreciate the Bible’s literary craftsmanship without delving into religious doctrine. 

•  Advanced Literary Analysis: Conduct in-depth analysis of complex biblical texts, examining 
themes, motifs, and literary techniques.  

ACTIVITY 1 -
LESSON ON BIBLICAL CHIASTIC STRUCTURE

Teach the students about how there are places in the Bible that incorporate a chiastic structure.   

 Rhetoric is culturally constructed. No universal rhetoric exists but is built on a culture’s 
ideas, beliefs, history, and art. We take on the cultural mindset of the rhetor when we read their 
texts, otherwise, we lose the depth and beauty hidden within their words. When we read Ancient 
Greek literature, we must learn some of their background and context. When we read Jane
Austen, we need to understand the social structures at work in 19th England. Therefore, when we 
read the Hebrew Tanakh or any ancient Hebrew text, we need to approach it with cultural context. 
 To express important theological themes, the ancient Hebrews utilized sophisticated 
linguistic structures, one of which is the chiasmus. A chiasmus is, “a sequence of elements of a 
sentence, verse, paragraph, chapter, or even book which are then repeated and developed – but in 
reverse order” (Biblical Chiasm Exchange). For example, the phrase “when the going gets tough, 
the tough get going” is a simple chiastic structure in English. 

[A] When the going  
[B] gets tough,  
[B] the tough  
[A] get going.  

                 Here is another example of this rhetorical structure in use: 

[A] Ask not what your country
[B] Can do for you
[B] Ask what you can do 
[A] For your country
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The chiasmus did not originate with the Bible, but the text includes them.  Take for 
example Jesus’s words in Matthew 23:12. “For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” If we were to break this verse down by its chiastic 
structure, we would diagram it as follows: 

[A] Whoever exalts themselves 
[B] Will be humbled 
[B] Those who humble themselves 
[A] Will be exalted 

 To truly conduct in-depth analysis of complex biblical texts, examining themes, motifs, 
and literary techniques—students will need to study the text in the original languages.  For 
example a two-line chiasm found in the Tanakh is in Psalm 142:1 but it is di icult to recognize the 
pattern in English translations because in most English interpretations, it appears as simple 
parallelism, not chiasmus: 

With my voice I cry out to the LORD; 
With my voice I plead for mercy to the Lord.  

It appears that the second line is only a restatement of the rst in our English translations, but 
when looking at the original form the chiastic structure becomes apparent.  Here is a more literal 
translation from Hebrew. (Hebrew is read from right to left): 

v.1 , ,  (A prayer with my voice) [A]
 - - ; (unto the LORD); [B]

 -. . - (unto the LORD) [B’]
, ,  (I cried with my voice). [A’]

Here is another, more complex, example.  In Joshua 1:5-9 Adonai repeatedly encouraged and 
strengthened Joshua as he prepared to take on the mantel of leadership from Moses and lead the 
people of Israel into the Promised Land. In doing so, chiastic structure is used for repetition, 
emphasis and e ect. 

[A] As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.   
  [B] Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 
ancestors to give them. Be strong and very courageous. 
    [C] Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the 
left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 
      [D] Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; 
      [D] Meditate on it day and night, 
    [C] So that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
  [B] Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,  
[A] For the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. 
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CHIASMUS STRUCTURE ACTIVITY:

Even entire books of the Bible are composed entirely with a Chiastic Structure.  This is the case 
with the Song of Songs.   

Instruct the class to read the biblical book entitled The Song of Songs (in some interpretations of 
the bible, the title might be interpreted in other ways: Canticle of Canticles, Song of Solomon, 
Solomon's Canticle of Canticles, and Aisma to name a few) and after they have read through the 
book several times, instruct the students to map out the book using letters to show the chiasmus.   

ANSWER KEY:

A (1:1-8)
B (1:9-17)
C (2:1-7)
D (2:8-17)
E (3:1-5)

F (3:6-11)
G (4:1-7)
H (4:8-16_5:1)

X  (5:2-8)
H (5:9-6:3)

G (6:4-10)
F (6:11-7:14)

E (8:1-4)
D (8:5-7)

C (8:8-10)
B (8:11-12)

A (8:13-14)
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First half Relation Second half 
A (1:1-8)
Let him kiss me with kisses of his mouth! 
(1:2)

Wish of 
woman 

A (8:13-14)
Be swift, my lover, like a gazelle or a young 
stag on the mountains of spices! (8:14) 

B (1:9-17)
1:14 My lover is for me a cluster of henna 
from the vineyards of Engedi.(1:14) 

Vineyards 
B (8:11-12)
8:11 B Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-
hamon; (8:11) 

C (2:1-7)
2:4 He brings me into the banquet hall and 
his emblem over me is love.(2:4) 

Courtship 
C (8:8-10)
8:8 What shall we do for our sister when 
her courtship begins?(8:8) 

D (2:8-17)
2:8 B Hark! my lover-here he comes 
springing across the mountains, leaping 
across the hills.(2:8) 

Arrival of 
the lover 

D (8:5-7)
8:5 D Who is this coming up from the 
desert, leaning upon her lover? (8:5) 

E (3:1-5)
3:5Do not arouse, do not stir up love 
before its own time.(3:5) 

Do not 
stir up 
love 

E (8:1-4)
8:4 Do not arouse, do not stir up love, 
before its own time.(8:4) 

F (3:6-11)
King Solomon made himself a carriage of 
wood from Lebanon. (3:9) 

A king 
F (6:11-7:14)
You head rises like Carmel; your hair is like 
draperies of purple; a king is held captive 
in its tresses. (7:6) 

G (4:1-7)
4:1 G Ah, you are beautiful, my beloved, 
ah, you are beautiful! Your eyes are doves 
behind your veil. Your hair is like a ock of 
goats streaming down the mountains of 
Gilead.(4:1)

Beautiful 
lover 

G (6:4-10)
5:9 D How does your lover di er from any 
other, O most beautiful among women? 
How does your lover di er from any other, 
that you adjure us so?(5:9) 

H (4:8-16_5:1)
5:1 G I have come to my garden, my sister, 
my bride (5:1) 

Going to 
a garden 

H (5:9-6:3)
6:2 B My lover has come down to his 
garden, to the beds of spice (6:2) 
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First chiasmus within the chiasmus 

i (1:1-8)
j (1:9-17)
k (2:1-7)
l (2:8-17)
x (3:1-5)

l (3:6-11)
k (4:1-7)

j (4:8-16_5:1)
i (5:2-8)

First half Relation Second half 
i (1:1-8)
1:7 B Tell me, you whom my heart loves, 
where you pasture your ock, where you 
give them rest at midday (1:7) 

To nd
the lover 

i (5:2-8)
5:6 I sought him but I did not nd him; I 
called to him but he did not answer 
me.(5:6) 

j (1:9-17)
1:12 B For the king's banquet my nard 
gives forth its fragrance.(1:12) 

Nard 
j (4:8-16_5:1)
4:13 You are a park that puts forth 
pomegranates, with all choice fruits;(4:13) 

k (2:1-7)
2:1 I am a ower of Sharon, a lily of the 
valley.(2:1) 

Beauty
as a lily 

k (4:1-7)
4:5 Your breasts are like twin fawns, the 
young of a gazelle that browse among the 
lilies.(4:5) 

l (2:8-17)
2:8 B Hark! my lover-here he comes 
springing across the mountains, leaping 
across the hills.(2:8) 

Arrival of 
the lover 

l (3:6-11)
3:6 D What is this coming up from the 
desert, like a column of smoke Laden with 
myrrh, with frankincense, and with the 
perfume of every exotic dust?(3:6) 
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Second chiasmus within the chiasmus

m (5:2-8)
n (5:9-6:3)
o (6:4-10)
p (6:11-7:14)
x (8:1-4)

p (8:5-7)
o (8:8-10)

n (8:11-12)
m (8:13-14)

Former half Relation Latter half 

m (5:2-8)
5:6 I called to him but he did not answer 
me.(5:6) 

Words of 
the lover 

m (8:13-14)
8:13 G O garden-dweller, my friends are 
listening for your voice, let me hear 
it!(8:13)

n (5:9-6:3)
6:2 B My lover has come down to his 
garden, to the beds of spice, To browse in 
the garden and to gather lilies.(6:2) 

Keeper 
n (8:11-12)
8:11 B Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-
hamon; he gave over the vineyard to 
caretakers. (8:11) 

o (6:4-10)
6:4 G You are as beautiful as Tirzah, my 
beloved, as lovely as Jerusalem, as awe-
inspiring as bannered troops.(6:4) 

Metaphors 
of towns 

o (8:8-10)
8:10 I am a wall, and my breasts are like 
towers. (8:10) 

p (6:11-7:14)
7:1 D Turn, turn, O Shulammite, turn, turn, 
that we may look at you!(7:1) 

Arrival of 
the lover 

p (8:5-7)
8:5 D Who is this coming up from the 
desert, leaning upon her lover? (8:5) 

ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT A REVIEW OF THE CONCEPTS OF SIMILES, METAPHORS,
AND PERSONIFICATION USING ACTIVITIES 1-4 FROM LESSON ONE, ABOVE.
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Lesson Fourteen
Canonical Literature: The Bible has been a source of allusions, themes, and archetypes in 
Western literature. Teachers must explore its in uence on classic and contemporary 
works, helping students understand references and themes in literature, poetry, and even 
modern media.

• Critical Essays: Assign essays that require critical thinking and analysis of the Bible’s role in 
literature, history, and culture.  

ACTIVITY 1 -

CRITICAL THINKING ESSAY:

Ask the students to read Judges 19-21 before comparing the original text with Jean-
Jacques Rousseau’s poem,  The Levite of Ephraim. Assign an essay that requires analysis 
of the Bible’s role in this literature by Rousseau , but also what happens when throughout history 
and culture one can justify atrocities merely by saying it is the will of a god that we must 
perpetrate these horri c acts. 

ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON TWO, ABOVE.

ACTIVITY 3 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON EIGHT, ABOVE.
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HIGH SCHOOL RESOURCES

Lesson Fifteen
Impact on American History: From the early European settlers to the U.S. founding 
forebears, biblical references can be found in some historical documents and speeches.  
Teachers must highlight key historical moments where the Bible played a role.  

• Historical Documents: Study primary historical documents and speeches that reference the 
Bible, exploring their signi cance and context.  

ACTIVITY 1 - HAVE STUDENTS IDENTIFY (AND EXPLAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF) THE 
SPEECHES AND HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS THAT ARE THE SOURCES OF THE 
FOLLOWING QUOTATIONS:

1.) The national government will regard it as its rst and foremost duty to revive in the nation 
the spirit of unity and cooperation. It will preserve and defend those basic principles on 
which our nation has been built. It regards Christianity as the foundation of our national 
morality, and the family as the basis of national life.

2.) The nation will concede and safeguard to the Christian confessions the in uence due 
them, in school and education. It is concerned with the sincere cooperation of church and 
state. The struggle against a materialistic philosophy for the creation of a true community 
serves the interests of the nation as well as our Christian belief.

3.) In the Bible we nd the text, "That which is neither hot nor cold will I spew out of my 
mouth." This utterance of the great Nazarene has kept its profound validity until the present 
day. He who would pursue the golden mean must surrender the hope of achieving the great 
and the greatest aims.

4.) I am convinced that I am really a devil and not a Christian if I do not feel compassion and 
do not wage war, as Christ did two thousand years ago, against those who are steeling and 
exploiting these poverty-stricken people.

5.) Our movement's goal is to translate the ideals of Christ into deeds.  We are the rst to 
exhume these teachings. Through us alone, and not until now, do these teachings celebrate 
their resurrection. Mary and Magdalene stood at the empty tomb. For they were seeking the 
dead man. But we intend to raise the treasures of the living Christ.
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6.) Unless the Lord builds the house they labor in vain (Psalm 127:1).  The truth of that text 
was proved if one looks at the house of which the foundations were laid in our own nation 
and which since then has been in building with strength the Almighty has given us to use. The 
others in the past years have not had the blessing of the Almighty—of Him Who in the last 
resort, whatever man may do, holds in His hands the nal decision. Lord God, let us never 
hesitate or play the coward, let us never forget the duty which we have taken upon us.

7.) The government, which regards Christianity as the unshakable foundation of the morals 
and moral code of the nation, being resolved to undertake the political and moral puri cation 
of our public life, is creating and securing the conditions necessary for a profound revival of 
religious life.

8.) Our government neither opposes the Church nor is it anti-religious, but on the contrary, it 
stands on the ground of a real Christianity.  The Church's interests cannot fail to coincide 
with our government in our ght against the symptoms of degeneracy in the world of to-day, 
in our ght against the atheistic movement, against criminality, and in our struggle for the 
consciousness of a community in our national life, for the conquest of hatred and disunion 
between the classes.  These are not anti-Christian, these are Christian principles.

9.) This Winter Help Work is also in the deepest sense a Christian work. When I see, as I so 
often do, poorly clad girls collecting with such in nite patience in order to care for those who 
are su ering from the cold while they themselves are shivering with cold, then I have the 
feeling that they are all apostles of a Christianity— and in truth of a Christianity which can 
say with greater right than any other: This is the Christianity of an honest confession, for 
behind it stand not words but deeds. 

10.)  I thank God at this moment that he has so wonderfully blessed us in our hard struggle 
for what is our right, and beg Him that we and all other nations may nd the right way, so that 
not only the our people but all may once more be granted the blessing of peace. 

11.)  God the Almighty has made our nation. By defending its existence we are defending His 
work.  Only He can relieve me of this duty Who called me to it.  In the years to come I shall 
continue on this road, uncompromisingly safeguarding my people's interests, oblivious to all 
misery and danger, and lled with the holy conviction that God the Almighty will not abandon 
him who, during all his life, had no desire but to save his people from a fate it had never 
deserved, neither by virtue of its number nor by way of its importance.

12.) Secular schools can never be tolerated because such schools have no religious 
instruction, and a general moral instruction without a religious foundation is built on air; 
consequently, all character training and religion must be derived from faith.
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ANSWER KEY:

1.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context: Speech delivered at Berlin, January 30, 1933.   Signi cance:
The day after being sworn in as Chancellor of Germany, Adolph Hitler wants everyone to be clear 
about what their nation is founded upon. 

2.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context: Speech delivered at the Reichstag on March 5, 1922.   
Signi cance:  Before Adolf Hitler rose to power, he saw the value of teaching about religious 
documents in schools.  A population is much more ready to sacri ce and die for a god they 
worship than a ruler or a nation.  

3.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context: Speech delivered April 10, 1923.   Signi cance:  The golden 
mean is a philosophical concept that refers to the ideal middle ground between two extremes, 
one of excess and the other of de ciency.  Hitler cited the Bible (Revelation 3:16) to call for a 
more radical commitment to Christianity and the German nation. 

4.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context:  Speech delivered on April 12, 1922.    Signi cance:  Less than 
four years after the end of World War I, Adolph Hitler was calling for “war” against Jewish people, 
using stories about Jesus from the Bible as justi cation: “I say: my Christian feeling tells me that 
my lord and savior is a warrior. It calls my attention to the man who, lonely and surrounded by only 
a few supporters, recognized what the Jews were, and called for a battle against them.  Two 
thousand years ago a man was similarly denounced by this particular race which today 
denounces and blasphemes all over the place. . . That man was dragged before a court and they 
said: he is arousing the people! So he, too, was an agitator!” 

5.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context:  Speech delivered in Munich December 1926.    Signi cance:
Adolph Hitler used stories from the Bible to motivate believers to “complete the work which 
Christ had begun but could not nish.” 

6.) Source: Adolph Hitler.  Context:  Speech delivered March 3, 1933.   Signi cance:    Three 
weeks before The Enabling Act grants Adoplh Hitler dictatorial powers, Adolph Hitler quoted the 
Bible to stress that it was God and God alone who began building the modern Germany with the 
revolution in 1918, and “We are all proud that through God's powerful aid we have become once 
more true Germans.” 

7.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context:  Speech at Reichstag, Berlin March 23, 1933.  Signi cance:
Immediately upon being granted dictatorial powers by The Enabling Act, Adolph Hitler reiterates 
that theirs is a Christian nation, and that he attaches the greatest value to friendly relations with 
the Holy See, and is endeavoring to develop them with the Vatican. 
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8.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context:  Speech delivered at Koblenz  August 26, 1934    Signi cance:
Immediately upon becoming Führer of the German Nation, Adolph Hitler stresses that his 
Germany is and will be a Christian nation. 

9.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context:  Speech delivered October 5, 1937.      Signi cance: Adolph 
Hitler could allocate more tax dollars to rearmament instead of dealing with poverty in the nation 
after he expanded the Winterhilfswerk des Deutschen Volkes charity collection campaigns.  

10.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context:  Speech before the Reichstag October 6, 1939  
Signi cance:  With these words, Adolph Hitler invades Poland, beginning World War II. 

11.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context:  Radio address, January 30, 1945.  Signi cance:  Four 
months before committing suicide, Adoplh Hitler reiterates that God founded the modern German 
empire and anointed Adolph Hitler to his position as leader of the empire. 

12.) Source: Adolph Hitler.   Context:  Speech made April 26, 1933    Signi cance:  During 
negotiations leading to the Nazi-Vatican Concordat of 1933, Hitler had already been granted 
dictatorial powers by the Enabling Act and he could have secularized all schools.  Instead he 
pushed for the opposite because he wanted The Bible taught in schools and he wanted all 
schools to be Christian schools. 

ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON THREE, ABOVE.

ACTIVITY 3 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON NINE, ABOVE.
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Lesson Sixteen
Music: Biblical texts and stories have in uenced some musical compositions. Teachers 
can explore how composers and musicians have interpreted and expressed biblical 
themes through music, focusing on the cultural and historical signi cance rather than the 
religious content. 

• Music Appreciation: Analyze and interpret musical pieces inspired by the Bible, understanding 
their historical and cultural relevance while remaining mindful of all rules for grade level and age 
level appropriate material.  

ACTIVITY 1 –
MUSIC APPRECIATION ACTIVITY:

After reading Mark 6:7-29 have the students watch a performance of Richard Strauss’s Salome
(1905).  Strauss's Biblical tale of murder and debauchery has been traumatizing audiences for 
more than a century. The nale, in which Salome tells the severed head of John the Baptist of her 
passion for him and kisses it (before being killed herself) is strictly only for strong stomachs. This 
opera utilized a chord that has become known as "the most sickening in all opera."   

ACTIVITY 2 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON FIVE, ABOVE.

ACTIVITY 3 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON ELEVEN, ABOVE.
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Lesson Seventeen
Art History: The Bible has inspired some works of art throughout history. Teachers must 
introduce students to famous artworks that depict biblical scenes or themes, discussing 
the historical and cultural context of these while remaining mindful of all rules for grade 
level and age level appropriate material. 

 • Art Appreciation: Analyze and interpret artworks inspired by the Bible, understanding their 
historical and cultural relevance while remaining mindful of all rules for grade level and age level 
appropriate material.  

ACTIVITY 1 – ANALYZE AND INTERPRET ARTWORKS INSPIRED BY THE BIBLE

Ask the students study high resolution images of Signorelli's Resurrection of the Flesh High 
Renaissance fresco. Signorelli's mastery of anatomy, perspective, and foreshortening allowed 
him to depict the human form in many di erent positions. His work impressed and in uenced
many of his contemporaries, including Michelangelo. Invite the students to create their own 
versions of any small portion or portions of the painting they desire with pen or pencil.  Ask the 
students which of the following passages they believe Signorelli is depicting: 

Matthew 27:52-53 

Revelation 20:12-15 

Numbers 25:1 

1 Corinthians 15:13-52 

Isaiah 26:19–20 

Ezekiel 37:7–10

ACTIVITY 2 – YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON SIX, ABOVE.

ACTIVITY 3 – YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON TWELVE, ABOVE.
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Lesson Eighteen
In uence on Western Civilization: Some have suggested the Bible could be considered a 
key cornerstone in the development of Western thought, in uencing legal systems, ethical 
frameworks, and cultural norms. Teachers must focus on how biblical principles have or 
have not shaped the foundational aspects of Western societies, such as the concepts of 
justice, human rights, and the rule of law. 

• Ethical and Philosophical Discussions: Facilitate discussions on the ethical and philosophical 
ideas presented in the Bible and their in uence on Western thought.  

ACTIVITY 1 –
IMAGINE A BIBLE-BASED ECONOMY AND SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 

Invite the students to compose an essay on the topic of “What would the U.S. System of 
Government and economic regulation look like if it had been designed based on the following 
Biblical passages?”

MATTHEW 19:16-23
19 16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 
eternal life?” 
17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you 
want to enter life, keep the commandments.” 
18 “Which ones?” he inquired. 
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall 
not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’[c] and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’[d]”
20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” 
21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

AMOS 4:1-12
4 1Hear this word, you cows of Bashan on Mount Samaria, you women who oppress the poor and 
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crush the needy and say to your husbands, “Bring us some drinks!” 2 The Sovereign Lord has 
sworn by his holiness: “The time will surely come when you will be taken away with hooks. 

ACTS 4:32-5:11
4 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 
was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to 
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them 
all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land 
or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to anyone who had need. 
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 
encouragement”), 37 sold a eld he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 
5 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With
his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it 
at the apostles’ feet. 
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so lled your heart that you have lied to the 
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it 
belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What 
made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.” 
5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had 
happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and 
buried him. 
7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell 
me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” 
“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 
9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the 
men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, nding her 
dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church 
and all who heard about these events. 

JAMES 2: 14-17; 4:16-5:1-5 
2  14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily 
food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about 
their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead. 
4 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then, knows 
the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 
5 1Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. 2 Your 
wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their 
corrosion will testify against you and eat your esh like re. You have hoarded wealth in the last 
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days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your elds are crying out 
against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have 
lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 

LUKE 14:33
14 25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 28 “Suppose one of you 
wants to build a tower. Won’t you rst sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough 
money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to nish it, everyone who 
sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to nish.’ 
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he rst sit down and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with 
twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way o
and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you 
have cannot be my disciples.” 

ACTS 2:44-45
2  42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was lled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by 
the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 

LUKE 12:33
12 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor.  

I TIMOTHY 6:10
6 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For 
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 11 But you, man of God, ee from all this, and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 
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ACTIVITY 2 -
IMAGINE BIBLE-BASED NATIONAL IMMIGRATION PROTOCOLS

Invite the students to compose an essay on the topic of “What would U.S. foreign policy and 
immigration control look like if it had been designed based on the following Biblical 
passages?” 

You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
— Deuteronomy 10:19 

The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as 
yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 
— Leviticus 19:34 

‘Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow.’ Then all 
the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 
— Deuteronomy 27:19 

When they were few in number, of little account, and strangers in the land, wandering from nation 
to nation, from one kingdom to another people, he allowed no one to oppress them 
— 1 Chronicles 16:19-22 

I was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. I was a father to the needy, and I championed the 
cause of the stranger. I broke the fangs of the unrighteous, and made them drop their prey from 
their teeth. 
— Job 29:15-17 

The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the 
wicked he brings to ruin. 
— Psalm146:9 

For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly one with another, if you do 
not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you 
do not go after other gods to your own hurt, then I will dwell with you in this place, in the land that I 
gave of old to your ancestors forever and ever. 
— Jeremiah 7:5-7 

You shall allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the aliens who reside among you and 
have begotten children among you. They shall be to you as citizens of Israel; with you they shall be 
allotted an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. 
— Ezekiel 47:22 
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Thus says the Lord of hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; do 
not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts 
against one another. 
— Zechariah 7:9-10 

You have heard that it was said, ‘you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy’. But I say to 
you, love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you. 
— Matthew 5:43-44 

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me. 
— Matthew 25:35 
Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of my brethren you did it to me. 
— Matthew 25:40 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and all your soul, and with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. 
— Luke 10:27 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
— Acts 10:34 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
— Romans 12:13 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has ful lled the 
law. 
— Romans 13:8 

Love does no wrong to a neighbor, therefore love is the ful lling of the law. 
— Romans 13:10 

In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all. 
— Colossians 3:11 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you 
were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 
tortured. 
— Hebrews 13:1-3 
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ACTIVITY 3 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON THREE, ABOVE.

ACTIVITY 4 –

YOU MAY ALSO CONDUCT ACTIVITY 1 FROM LESSON NINE, ABOVE.
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